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NYC Department of Education — Energy Star Benchmarking

Since the Fall of 2008, the Lab has been assisting the
New York City Department of Education in compiling
and entering data for energy performance
benchmarking using the US EPA's Energy Star
Portfolio Manager database tool. Lab Intern Marlon
Harewood, a City Tech student, has become the point-
person for handling the massive amount of cross-
linked data that needs to be uploaded for each facility
and energy account in the 1,200 school system. An
initial set of ratings for 800 schools was completed in
March. Marlon worked with Baruch MBA student
Celine Ruben-Salama to prepare an overview of the
dataset and suggestions for possible analyses to begin
to identify factors associated with good versus poor
energy performance. Marlon will be graduating this
spring with a degree in Facilities Management. Good
luck Marlon, you've done a great job on this project!

NYC Building Performance Website

With the support of EPA Region 2, the Lab and the
Newman Real Estate Institute are creating a website
that will be a premiere resource for managing and
maintaining a sustainable office building in NYC's
unique market. The website Advisory Panel convened
for the first time in early April. Members reviewed
responses to a survey sent to the Stakeholder
Consortium that asked them to rate the importance of
building performance topics. They discussed the
direction of website content and emphasized the need
to keep a tight focus on the special challenges of the
NYC office market. Panelists suggested that the
website would be most useful if it helps property
managers and building owners to prepare for
upcoming legislation that will eventually mean
changes to the city’s building code. The final draft of
the legislation is expected to be released on Earth
Day. Nancy Anderson, Executive Director of the
Sallan Foundation and a member of the Advisory
Panel, wrote “The Deep Green Quartet,” a thought-
provoking “Torchlight” article for the Sallan website on
the four bills that are in the works. Together they’ll
address lighting upgrades, the so-called "50% Rule",
energy "benchmarking" by property owners, and
energy efficiency audits and retrofitting.
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Sustainable South Bronx (SSBx)

Sustainable South Bronx is a community-
based organization that is a leader in the
environmental justice movement. It has a
successful job training program that puts
people to work as environmental stewards,
while learning the hard and soft skills
they’ll need for lifetime career success.
Recently, SSBx has added a retrofitting
training program. Since January, Lab
intern Daniella Leifer, a Baruch MBA
student, has worked with the organization
to plan a self-sustaining retrofitting
business that will improve the energy
efficiency of South Bronx’s building stock
while providing on-the-job training for
members of the community. Made
possible by a grant from the CUNY
Workforce Development Initiative, this
internship is a launching pad for a lasting
partnership between CUNY & SSBx.



UPCOMING PROJECT: Cisco & Advanced Building Systems

In January, Cisco Systems hosted a
training and networking session for
CUNY  students interested in
advanced office systems. The
group got to experience
TelePresence first-hand, a system
for bringing remote offices together
without the added cost of travel and
its associated carbon footprint.
Since then, CUNY intern Ryan
O’Connor has been working with
Cisco to design a joint research
project. Starting this summer,
students will investigate the impact
of building systems on user
satisfaction in some of Baruch
College’s buildings.

Training Opportunities for
Building Operators

Recently, the Lab initiated a two-
pronged training program for New
York City building operating
engineers. In cooperation with New
York City’s Department of Citywide
Administrative Services and the
CUNY  School of  Professional
Studies, the Lab is providing a class
for operating engineers of municipal
buildings. Supporting the Mayor’s

PlanNYC2030 goals and
commitments, course work
emphasizes energy efficiency

techniques in building operations.
Students will have the opportunity
to earn the nationally recognized
Building Operator Certification
(Level 1). The Lab is also
partnering with the International
Union of Operating Engineers Local
94 to offer a similar class for union
members at its Training Center.
The curriculum introduces the
concepts of energy management
and green building practices at the
facilities level. The 25 students will
have the option of pursuing the
Building Operator Certification while
also focusing on requirements of
the USGBC LEED program for
Existing Buildings Operation and
Maintenance. This offering has the
strong support of Vornado Realty
Trust and NYSERDA.

CUNY students experience the TelePresence system at Cisco's NYC office.

Sharing the Lab’s Model

In April, Nora Sherman, Deputy Director of the Lab,
participated in the Regional Energy Efficiency Workforce
Forum. The conference, which was co-sponsored by the
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency and the Northeast
States for Coordinated Air Use Management (NESCAUM),
was convened to “enhance efforts to advance energy
efficiency in the Northeast, and [..] help transform our
economy through environmental solutions,” as Ira W.
Leighton, acting regional administrator of EPA’'s New
England office, explained. Nora was a panelist on the
“Visions for Pathways Forward” panel, which highlighted
programs that are poised to lead workforce development
efforts as greater public and private funding is directed to
energy efficiency projects.

Center for Climate Solutions (CCS)

The Lab has been part of a CCS team developing
Carbon Abatement Cost Curves for New York State under a
contract with NYSERDA. Under Lab Director Michael
Bobker's direction, Lab research assistants Celine Ruben-
Salama and Kevin Oldfield developed an extensive
spreadsheet model for twelve technology sets for the
state's Residential-Commercial-Industrial (RCI) sector. The
project applied interacted savings and feasibility factors to
state energy use data to develop the Technical Potential for
carbon reduction through energy efficiency and renewables
through 2030. After applying capital and life-cycle cost
estimates for the technology sets, the present value cost of
carbon abatement was developed. The RCI sector was one
of four in the CCS project, which integrates Power Supply,
Agriculture-Forestry-and-Waste, and Transportation-and-
Land-Use sectors. Ms. Ruben-Salama is an MBA student at
Baruch College and Mr. Oldfield is a graduating senior in
Chemical Engineering at Cooper-Union.
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